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The Background Behind the Symbol that 
Jim Gordon Passed Along to John Fetzer 
(May 22, 2012) 

The symbol that Jim Gordon would see inwardly when the Archangel Michael appeared to 
him, was sketched by Jim on the cover of the AMPRA materials, which had been presented to him by 
Michael (“AAM”). A copy of this sketch appears here (above, with various parts numbered—the 
numbered-explanations are detailed in this memo). The AMPRA materials were given by Jim to Mike 
Gergely (in a roundabout manner, through Mike Wunderlin) who casually passed them along to John 
Fetzer. When John saw the cover he recognized the symbol (which I refer to as “The Symbol”) on 
the cover. According to Gergely, John exclaimed, “Tve been looking for this all my life!”— and 
demanded to meet with Jim Gordon. And so soon after came the first meeting of John Fetzer and 
Jim Gordon. How was it that John had recognized The Symbol? This memo discusses the background 
behind this important event in the history of John Fetzer and of the Fetzer Institute. 



The Origin of the Symbol — Jim Gordon 

In Larry Massie’s June 2011 interview with Jim Gordon, Jim said: 

When I was young, when I was 17 and 18 years old, the Archangel Michael... used to come in and give 
me information about different things to do. And he gave me this packet of material that I wrote out, 
and that... became AMPRA, the American Medical and Psychic Research Association. 




And so whenever he (AAM) would come in, there would always be this emblem or symbol before he 
came in. And so I had drawn that out just because I liked it. And so I put that on the top of my AMPRA 
papers. And so when John saw that, he immediately recognized it from something he had seen in 
dreams. 

In addition, Jim had said in an earlier interview in 1984: “Michael had been one of my guardian 
angels since I was a child. And so there wasn’t really a new agreement on the (Fetzer) Foundation (in 
1981, when Jim met John). All it was at that time, he (AAM) told me that I would live to see the 
fulfillment of that which he had given me 10 years before.” And of course “that which he had given 
me 10 years before” (circa 1972) was the AMPRA materials, which, when Jim passed them on to John, 
were adapted by John to become the program of the Fetzer Foundation for the 1980s. 

AMPRA itself had actually become an organization in the early 1970s in Sedona, Arizona, but 
it fell apart after just a couple of years, when its “backers” had a falling out. And so, almost ten years 
later, the AMPRA materials were passed along by Jim to John, and John “recognized” the symbol on 
the cover and was drawn to it. 

Why Did John “Recognize” The Symbol When he Saw it? 

In Jim Gordon’s interview with Larry in June 2011, Jim said, “When John saw that 
[symbol/sketch], he immediately recognized it from something he had [seen] in dreams.” 

And there seems to be more to John Fetzer’s recognition than merely dreaming about it. For 
John had been a Freemason since 1934, and had in fact attained the Masonic pinnacle of the 33rd 
Degree in 1969. It is well known that the Masonic tradition includes a substantial emphasis on 
metaphysical symbols. So the question arises: Did The Symbol that was on the cover of the AMPRA 
materials approximate a Masonic symbol? 

I have spent some time researching this question—with some pretty good success. “The 
Symbol” is a Caduceus—a sword or staff (labeled “1” on Jim’s sketch) wrapped by a serpent, (labeled 
“2”) with wings at the top (labeled “3” and “5”)—contained within a hexagram—a six pointed star. 
Plus the letters “AAM” (labeled “6”) are stylistically written upon it. And, it is significant that both the 
Caduceus and Hexagram are symbols in the Masonic tradition. 

A Caduceus is at the top of the staff carried by the Masonic Order’s “Senior Deacon” of the 
Temple, as he leads the initiates around during the 3rd Degree Masonic Initiation to become a “Master 
Mason,” that John would have gone through. From what I understand, at one point the initiate may 
be on his knees staring right at the Caduceus in front of his face. So John had definitely seen the 
Caduceus in his Masonic endeavors. In the Masonic Dictionary , the final paragraph says: 

The Caduceus—the original meaning of which word is a herald’s staff—as the 
attribute of a life-restoring God—is in its primary meaning the symbol of immortality; so in 
Freemasonry, the rod of the Senior Deacon, or the Master of Ceremonies, is but an analogue 
or representation of the Hermean Caduceus. This officer, when leading the aspirant through 
the forms of initiation into his new birth or Masonic regeneration, and teaching him in the 
solemn ceremonies of the Third Degree the lesson of eternal life, may well use the magic wand 
as a representation of it, which was the attribute of that ancient deity who brought the dead 
into life. 1 


1 www.masonicdictionary.com/caduceus.html 



An accompanying illustration shows the “standard Caduceus” pictured (at left) below, and as 
carried by Hermes (at right). 



The hexagram is discussed as a Masonic symbol as well: 

The Hexagram: Star of David, or Magen David (Shield of David) historically was not limited 
to use by Jews and, like the pentagram, served as a magical sign or decoration. While the Jewish 
community of Prague adopted the Star of David as its official symbol in the 17th century, it continued 
to be used as a simple decoration or superstitious protection against evil Spirits with no particular Jewish 
significance throughout the 18th and 19th centuries. 2 

A Masonic medal composed of a hexagram with the Masonic compass above it is pictured 

below. 



2 freemasonry.bey.ca/symbolism/hexagram/index.html 



Thus it is quite possible that when John Fetzer saw The Symbol that had been passed along 
to him by Jim Gordon, John was familiar with its “look” from his background in the Masonic Lodge. 

In my view, this finding doesn’t diminish the “mystical” part of the story of John’s meeting 
Jim; in fact in my view, it enhances it—it makes it more believable that John would have dreamt this 
symbol-combination shortly before it was delivered to him “in black and white.” 

Did John Recognize the Symbol 
as a Symbol of the Archangel Michael? 

Is The Symbol in fact a recognized symbol of the Archangel Michael? And, as a corollary, is it 
a symbol of the Archangel Michael that a Freemason might have come across in the Masonic tradition? 

First off, it should be said that in my research of John’s spiritual search over the past year and 
a half, we have looked for, and enquired about, any mention of the Archangel Michael in John’s life 
which predates John’s meeting Jim Gordon in 1981—and we have found none. 

And in Larry Massie’s June, 2011, interview with Jim Gordon, Larry asked specifically whether 
John was interested or knew about the Archangel Michael before meeting Jim, and whether John was 
therefore interested in the symbol because it represented AAM. Jim answered: “He wasn’t so 
interested in Michael. He was just interested in ‘this emblem’ that he kept seeing (in his dreams) all 
the time.” 

In addition, in conversations that Jim Gordon has had with me (Tom Beaver), and with Bruce 
Fetzer, Jim has stated that AAM began working subconsciously with John in the 1960s, but not 
consciously until Jim came into John’s life, and began channeling AMM to John and the Monday 
Night Group in late 1981 or early 1982. 

There is no question that if John had not consciously associated The Symbol with The 
Archangel Michael when he first laid his eyes on it, then he quickly “got the message” that, in fact, 
The Symbol did represent AAM. For in the very first in-person conversation Jim had with John (with 
Mike Gergely and Carolyn Dailey present as well), when John summoned Jim up to Kalamazoo on 
August 5, 1981, Jim explained the symbol in detail, stating, “Back in 1972 AAM started giving me all 
this detail...” And Jim explained it all: the caduceus, the two triangles comprising the hexagram, the 
wings, and of course the initials “AAM.” Jim said, 

he [the Archangel Michael] was explaining that the Star of David was used as a focus because it 
represents the two triangles of life—one of the energy coming downward as he and the Masters on the 
inner planes focus it down; and then those receiving the energy on the physical plane begin to focus the 
energy upward. As these energies come into balance, it will create a Star of David, which would 
represent a spiritual awareness within the organization. ... In the caduceus is the ancient symbol of the 
snake [labeled #2 on the sketch] representing the kundalini and the column representing the sushumna 
where the chakras are actually focused. The kundalini, then, is the force center coming up the shaft 
[labeled “1” on the sketch] ... Then the wings [“3” and “5” on the sketch] represent a certain spiritual 
power of an initiate in spiritual truths. A lot of it is based on what he [AAM] told me—ancient principles 
in Egypt and in India. And he said that a lot of the people who would be coming into the organization 
(AMPRA) would have been knowledgeable and would have received initiation in Egyptian truth and in 
Indian truth in past lives. The symbol would symbolize the awareness that they had attained in past lives 
and would be manifesting again in this lifetime to the organization. ... He put his initials on there, AAM 



[Arch Angel Michael, labeled “6” on the sketch], as a focus of his own energy because he said he would 

be the one who would be the power behind the whole organization. 

A few months later, on January 5, 1982 Jim, in a channeled letter that John brought to the 
whole Monday night group, 'brought in’ AAM, who explained, through Jim as channeler, The Symbol 
in great detail to all of them. AAM (through Jim) said, "Where the upward triangle manifests the trinity 
energy for mankind to upgrade his physical evolution, so too, we must have a balance of that energy 
to help in upgrading the spiritual evolution ... thus we have a ... downward triangle of energy ... a down¬ 
flow of the trinity energy to merge and harmonize with the upward flow. ... The upward triangle is 
outer service, the downward triangle is inner service.” And, he went on, "Upon the sword is a snake 
indicating the power to manifest within the Foundation, and signifies the healing, the potential healing 
power the Foundation holds. The wings extending from the sword/cross indicate the illumination of 
Spirit within the Foundation, and signifies the great spiritual awareness and purpose of the Foundation 
and the purpose that the Foundation is meant to express.” 

Thus, it is Jim Gordon who overtly brought the notion of the AAM to John Fetzer, in the 
latter part of 1981. 

However, that said, it should be added that, AAM is part of Masonic symbology and lore, and 
AAM is commonly associated (in the Masonic tradition and elsewhere) with symbols that reasonably 
approximate The Symbol that Jim passed along to John. To illustrate this, here are three symbols of 
the AAM that I came across in a casual perusal of the internet. And the third, it should especially be 
noted, is a Masonic pendant. 3 




A pendant sold by the Masonic Order of the Archangel Michael. One side has a cross (or 
staff/sword, they’re the same symbols metaphysically) with wings and an upward triangle. 
The other side has Michael using the sword to subdue the serpent. 


3 www.archangels-and- angels.com/aa_pages/correspondences/angelic_symbols/ 

symbolsl_michael.html; Archangel Michael Sword in the stained glass of a Catholic Church 
picasaweb.google.com/lh/photo/2VEB38HpClrDcVQCLnqubw 




Archangel Michael Sword in the stained glass of a Catholic Church 

And so, in conclusion, evidence and testimony shows that: (i) John had been “dreaming” about 
The Symbol when Mike Gergely passed it along to him; (ii) John also had a conscious familiarity with 
the components of the symbol from his Masonic background; (iii) if John did not immediately 
associate The Symbol with the Archangel Michael when he first saw (or dreamed) it, it was at least not 
a completely foreign concept to him either, and thus he quickly accepted the notion. 



A pendant sold by the Masonic Order of the Archangel Michael. One side has a cross (or 
staff/sword, they f re the same symbols metaphysically) with wings and an upward triangle. 
The other side has Michael using the sword to subdue the serpent. 



